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WHAT IS THE CHRISTIAN ANSWER TO SPAIN? 
Editorial by KENNETH LESLIE 


The Vatican is the most important and best public relations agency of the 

_ world-strangling cartel system as well as being actually a member in good 

Standing of the cartel group itself. It is not necessary to say that every man 

_ serving the cartels is a bad man. But I think we must understand that it is the 

consensus of opinion among the directing heads of the cartels that Russia must — 

be exterminated or weakened so that they will have a free hand with the rest 

_ of the world, to regiment it in accord with the profit-interest of the cartel. 

The United States se of pac peeble etsy the Vatican and the cartels 
ple Obes world to throw off their restric- 
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tions. In view of this, we who espouse He pose s cause must attack and dispose 
of the propaganda of the cartels and of the Vatican which is its loudest and 
most persuasive spokesman. 

Left-wing and liberal movements in America seem to have been unable to 
stomach this job. They cannot effectively counter the cartel without tackling — 
the Vatican, and this they will not do. Sirce they have not helped us in our | 
campaign of enlightenment in this matter, but have many times put obstacles 


- in our way, we have been compelled to carry on entirely alone. 


It is true that some organizations take positions in various parts of the 


__ periphery of the fight against the rising tide of American fascism. New organ- 


izations are formed every day to defend the wall of democracy at some point or - 
another. But, tragically, none of them pays attention to this vital spot. Like the 
Dutch boy, we have kept our finger in that hole in the dyke. Help is painfully 


_ slow in coming and the hole has become a breach and is growing wider as the 


flood rises. 
To repeat, the logic of any adequate defense of democracy is attack on its 


“most powerful enemy. The enemy is the cartel system whose weapons are 


propaganda followed by armed force, both using the Fifth Column. In Christian 
countries the Fifth Column is the Christian front led by the Roman Catholic 


_ hierarchies and supported by reactionary Protestant churches. These forces give 


the prestige of organized religion to the propaganda of deceit and to the whole- 
sale falsification of current events which are necessary to whip the populace 


nto the mood for war. 


KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS OUT IN THE OPEN 
Up to the present time in this country the hierarchy has been operating 


- more or less behind the scenes, with the exception of rather infrequent appear- 
ances under its own colors as, for instance, when Bishop Ryan of Omaha in a 


long letter to the New York Times in 1940 warned America to pay heed to 
the Papacy as a political force or when the hierarchical representatives from 
eight Latin American countries, the United States and Canada, in 1942, issued 
their blueprint for a church controlled world. 

Recently, however, the Pope has given orders to Catholic action to abandon 
covet and come out fighting in the open. The first evidence of this was a large 
advertisement placed in the great metropolitan newspapers of this country by 
the Knights of Columbus, an important and officially recognized body of action- 
ists. This advertisement defended the Franco regime and repeated the Goebbels- 
Hitler propaganda that Franco saved Spain from the Reds. 

We took our faith in our hands and placed one advertisement in the New 
York Times answering the Knights of Columbus. In our advertisement we 
noted that we would accept contributions of money to defray its cost. The cost 
of such advertisements is more than our budget allows for and we must confess 
that the advertisement itself did not elicit as much money as was needed. 
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. aie 6 such cases we have never eral re cost, but have Sinead in and have 

3 later been justified of our faith. We hope it may be so this time too. 

In that advertisement we quoted from a statement of Cardinal Goma in the 

_ Spanish Fascist journal Accion Espanola: “And since ... it was evident . . . that 

_ democracy and universal suffrage were embryonic forms of communism and 

anarchy, we declared that these must be fought licitly—‘even by legal means,’ 

_ we said, in order to make it clear, in spite of the censorship, that be utilizing 

- legal means .. . we were actually paving the way for those who, dropping all 

scruples of legality, would some day march toward honor and glory...” 

In the same article Cardinal Goma, the Primate of the Spanish hierarchy, 
went on to say: “We, therefore, had to fight against the erroneous idea occa- 
sionally advanced in certain Catholic circles regarding the illegality of i insurrec- 

- tion and the use of force.” 


¥ 


COUNTER REACTION WHERE IT IS MOST EFFECTIVE 


Spain is not the only place where the hierarchies had come out openly for 
reaction. This was true everywhere except in the English-speaking countries, 
and now, since the Pope’s recent call for action, it will be true in English- 
‘speaking countries as well. One thing the atom bomb did was to increase the 
_ tempo of reaction. Fortunately it also brought many liberals to their senses. 
_ We hope it will impel them to look the cold facts in the face and to begin 
immediately to counter the war propaganda at the place where it is most 
effective. 
3 _ We are a Christian bourgeois nation and likely shall remain so for some 
considerable time. Therefore the propaganda for war gains its greatest power 
_ in bourgeois circles and under Christian auspices. Since the Roman Catholic 
_ hierarchy and a part of the Protestant ministry are preaching war, it behooves 
_ that part of the Protestant ministry which is against war to take the lead and, 
- drawing in lay Catholic support and such Catholic clerical support as dares — 
_ disobey the hierarchy, along with enlightened Jewish support, boldly and 
_ explicitly counter the war propaganda by every possible means and pulling no 
_ punches whatever. 


: CRISIS OF THE WILL 

Our Western culture stands in crisis. This crisis is not of the mind. The 

: prevailing search for moral formulae is a barren diversion. We know the good 
_ from the bad. This crisis is of the will. We refuse the good, straining at gnats, 

and embrace the bad, swallowing camels. 

___ There are two roads before us. 

On the fust road, we would accept for the use of all the people the co- 

_ operatively achieved superabundance which science pours at our feet. 

On the second road, we would permit this abundance to be hoarded by the 


few who dole our destiny to us according to their whim, be it war, starvation, or 
Bee imterims of uneasy peace. 
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The first road means atomic peace and new horizons of hope for God’s 
children. The second road means atomic war and the end of our civilization. 
The question is: which road shall we take? It is a question of life or death. 

If we take the first road the great powers of the world will find themselves 
in a stimulating and friendly relationship of emulative competition in fulfilling 
the needs of all peoples everywhere. 

If we take the second road we shall be carried irresistibly i into conflict with 
that part of the world which cannot live in an atmosphere deprived of the 
oxygen of unfettered enterprise and progress. 

Western culture with all the symbols of its genius and dignity, the great 
poetry of its many tongues, its heart-lifting architecture, will destroy itself, for 
who will speak if all are dead and who will build if there is no stone left on 
another even to hint of a glory departed forever. 

Many reputed spiritual leaders bewildered by the race of events, find them- 
selves deep in the ruts of the backward road, scarce knowing why, pitifully. 
endeavoring to interpret their moral laziness as a disdain for the things of this 
world. Others make no bones of their ambition, understand the role they are 
playing, and play it with craft and abandon. . 

Those who, in their blind madness, want to imprison us in a dead-end 
economy are afraid that their opportunity is slipping by and so they run madly 
up and down scattering seeds of propaganda against the Soviet Union, for they 
see their only chance in a new war. 


WE STAND IN THEIR WAY 


Let us be explicit. We note that war hysteria has been planted and is being 
ripened by material powers anxious to destroy the Soviet Union, one of these 
powers being the Papacy, its 1946 consistory of cardinals at Rome having been 
a virtual call for an anti-Soviet crusade, and that a “Christian” front of papal 
with non-papal Christians has been formed in which the Papacy advances its 
_ ambition to rule the world through states subservient to its will, the whole 
amounting to a drive for a clerical-fascist domination of the world. 

In the name of conscience and in the name of God, who suffers with the 
people and whose cause is their cause, we protest against the contemplated 
crime of this war, we shall not countenance or support it. We shall not rational- 
ize it in any way. 

We repudiate this “Christian” front which talks of freedom and of God 
but plots against the freedom of God’s people. Having made the very skies of 
Europe blush for their murders, they now turn upon the Americas the horrible 
gaze of their lust, insatiable, lost from kindness, alien to kinship with humanity. 

We denounce their use of the holy name. Cruelty in the name of kindness, 
murder dressed in mercy’s garb, these are the ultimate affront to man and God. 
What can defile the Cross more than to use it to bludgeon the rising people! 

Like their forerunners in Europe—the papal knights and monsignors Laval, 
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Dolfuss, Seipel, Tiso, Von Papen, Franco—one thought, one common thirst 
binds them together: War on the Soviets. War is their element. They cannot 
live apart from war. Therefore, if we defeat them we defeat war. If we defeat 
war we defeat them. The hundreds of millions of age-long exploited peoples 
in India and China and throughout the world who have caught the gleam of a 
rich shared life stand in their way. We stand in their way. Together we shall 
stop them and their war, and history shall ring down on them its final curtain. 

We request the cessation of diplomatic relations with the Vatican church- 
state, whether through formal representation or through so-called personal 
representatives of our chief of state, since such relations directly contravene the 
basic law of our country, which expressly forbids the recognition by the state 
of any establishment of religion, and since in this particular instance we by this 
means give countenance and prestige to an influence of proven hostility to our 
democratic way of life. 

We request an end to our government’s support of British and other 
imperialisms which hold in check the aspirations of the common man. 

We request that our government withdraw American troops from China 
immediately and forbid the use of our lend-lease material in the subjection of 
colonial insurgents. 

We urgently suggest immediate and frequently renewed conferences of 
the heads of the three centers of world responsibility. and power, the United 
States, Russia, and Great Britain. 


SPAIN TESTS OUR DEVOTION TO DEMOCRACY 


We realize, however, that all of these requests and suggestions will go in 
one ear and out the other of those who are unable to bring themselves to the 
point of destroying the Franco regime which remains as the last important 
concentration of Fascist power. The things we have suggested and requested 
will not even reach the threshold of hearing of those who cannot hear the cries 
of the Spanish victims of Fascism. Therefore the logic of the situation calls for 
a concentration of our attention upon this problem of Spain. Our attitude 
towards Spain is the test of our devotion to democracy. Our government's sup- 
port of Franco has been the proof of its betrayal of democracy. 

Franco Spain is a Nazi-Fascist power. It was created by Hitler and Mussolini 
as a threat to Anglo-American power and as a place to go to if Anglo-American 
power should survive the Fascist onslaught. When in fact this happened Spain 
did actually become a refuge for Nazis and Fascists, a seed-bed for a new crop 
of Fascism, a place to prepare fresh aggression against the liberal world. 

Mr. Roosevelt called the war a war of survival and in doing so yielded to 
an impulse of suicide. Only those survive who seek to conquer. They die who 
seek to survive. If the liberal Christian West has no will to live it will die. 
To a certain extent it is already dying. For it is only in its death throes that it 
‘is seized with the paroxysm of Fascism. The Christian West could have survived 
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had it been more on fire to fight Fascism than the Communists were on fire 
to fight Fascism. Our fear of Communism kept us from the brave battle against 
Fascism. It still does. 
A front page news interpreter of the New York Times tells the story in 
headlines the very day that the Spanish issue is projected in the UN Council. 
The headline, which is justified in the text of the article by James B. Reston, 
reads: “Basic Ideological Differences Lie Below Dispute on Spain: U. S., 
Britain do not want Communism on Iberian Peninsula.” The article itself is 
candid: “The United States and Britain would like to see Franco replaced. This 
would relieve their memories of the old non-intervention committee days, 
when, they now concede, their hands-off policy was an important factor in 
Generalissimo Franco’s victory.” But the Times interpreter adds that while ~ 
Franco’s removal might ease the Anglo-American mind its replacement by 
Communism would not add to our sense of security. And this is what is feared. 
Now why so candid? Why admit that_our policy of “hands-off” was a 
policy of protection for Nazi-Fascist “hands-on.” Why, even now, admit our 
crime? The reason seems clear. As most of us are aware, our organs of popular 
misdirection, the press and radio, have conditioned our people to hate Com- 
munism; but not so many even of the better-informed among us are aware of 
the extent to which owr people have not been conditioned to hate Fascism. 
Why is this so? I believe it is because we lack within us the moral resource 
to answer the challenge of Communism and we inwardly lean on Fascism to 
do this for us. And it is made the easier for us to do this because Fascism is 
presented to us under the moral guarantees of political Christendom, whose 
prestige and power have burgeoned lately under the golden sun of cartelism. 


LET US MOVE TO REDEMPTION, SAYS DR. MACKAY 


Professor John A. Mackay in his eminent journal Theology Today recalls 
some good things he found in “The Christian Answer,” the symposium which 
THE PROTESTANT reviewed last summer. “The times call for a dynamic type 
of personality which shall have all the existential dynamism of the pseudo- 
teligions that have plagued the world in our day, but which shall also express 
_ the ultimate truth about man’s existence, the truth as it is in Jesus.” Such 
dynamic personalities must be members of a community, which is the Christian 
Church. If the Church fails to produce this type of personality men will seek 
some other quasi-religious movement “that offers a crusading goal and fellow- 
ship for the road. That is our constant danger today.” This is one of the valu- 
able insights Dr. Mackay found in “The Christian Answer.” 

He presents others of these in sympathetic vein and then goes forward on 
his own. The ancient trouble of mankind, he rightly says, is human pride. 
“Time and again a situation is created in history whereby divine judgment 
frustrates human Titanism. Man is brought to bay by God at the impassable 
frontiers of his kingdom and made to realize his creatureliness and finitude.” 


te EDITORIAL ‘ iia 
ne ard Maclay notes a new mood oF despair in the world, a mood which he 
"recognizes as having made Fascism possible. The new despair he finds making 
: its appearance in certain Christian circles as a consequence of reflection on 
atomic energy. We agree with Dr. Mackay that this is a strange place for this 
_ new despair to appear and we are with him profoundly disturbed to find among 
“many Christian leaders the opinion “that Christians should direct their prin- 
_ cipal efforts toward political action . . .” These leaders “feel that the time is so 


_ short and spiritual processes are so ae that political effort is much: mote 
_ important than spiritual effort to deal adequately with the present crisis.” 


: _ THE PROTESTANT agrees wholeheartedly with the editor of Theology 

_ Today. We believe also that our agreement can follow through in defining the 
content of “spiritual effort.” It is true that the Christian Church must proclaim, 
as Dr. Mackay says, “the basic principles of God’s moral government of the - 
world .. . must be willing to risk its very existence, the curbing of its activities 
and the persecution of its ministers, in consequence of its loyalty to God, to 
_ his Law, and his Gospel.” We agree further—and this in view of the present 
"world crisis is the most vital of our agreements—that “the Church must 
address itself to Washington, London or Moscow whenever one of the Big 
Three violates the principles of justice or mercy.” This is an important quota- 
tion because it indicates that Dr. Mackay realizes—as we of THE PROTESTANT 
Fe posal there is an inner connection between the spiritual process and - 

the political effort. Therefore those who would make one serve for the other 
or would substitute one for the other are irrelevant. And irrelevance is the 
crucial sin of modern Protestantism. 


_ Moreover, Dr. Mackay might follow through with us in agreeing that if 
the church should reprimand any of the Big Three for violating justice the 
‘church should also support and comfort any of the Big Three which might 
champion justice. If so then we are shoulder to shoulder with Dr. Mackay on 
the path which leads down from the mountain of principles into the valley 
here these principles are worked out. 


We agree further with Dr. Mackay when he says: “The one antidote to 
the loss of nerve and to counsels of blank despair, in view of the atomic 
portent,” is that we “grasp the fact that it was not merely a lofty spiritual 
ideal or a cosmic force that became incarnate in Jesus Christ but that he was 
effectively ‘God manifest in the flesh.” We exult with Dr. Mackay in his 
_ happy affirmation that “to have Christian faith in our time is to look the dark- 
est human problem in the eye and yet to rejoice with exultant hope in God 
who can make all things new, not merely beyond death’s dark veil, but also 
on its hither side.” Our readers will know of course that we associate ourselves 
with Dr. Mackay in his warning of the latent peril, the old peril of institu- 
tional pride, at the heart of the ecumenical movement even though he looks’ 
‘upon that movement with great hope. Most of all we agree with Dr. Mackay 
when he says, “It is not light that is our greatest need today.” In the paragraph 
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in which this statement occurs Dr. Mackay, in our humble opinion, stands forth 
as a true child of the light. May his message be burned into our hearts: “From 
revelation let us move to redemption . . . if there are theological dialecticians 
who declaim against piety and decry mysticism, so much the worse for them and 
their future leadership in Christian thought and life .. . it is necessary that 
the Word of God become incarnate in my flesh . . . revealed im me and not 
simply ¢o me.” This is the eloquent expression of straight thinking and honest 
feeling. 

Having said this let us go back now to where the concrete tasks of justice 
and mercy await us, and where we shall in deed discover this God of ours. The 
critical problem awaiting us there is the world political problem. This prob- 


lem has been with us in its critical phase since the invasion of the infant Span- 
ish Republic in 1936. 

Spain has always been a preoccupation of Dr. Mackay. He stood with 
THE PROTESTANT against great pressure when repeatedly we asked the Amer- 
ican government to reverse its pro-Franco policy. We believe he stands with us 
today as we insist that our government’s continued support of Fascist Spain is 


a measure of the extent to which Fascism has eaten into the vitals of our demo- 
cratic life. 


SPAIN IS A STRAIGHT MORAL ISSUE 


Fascism is more than a political form. It is a spiritual, economic, and 
cultural form as well. It is a modern form of slave culture. The Roman branch 
of Christendom tried its best, or its worst, to support and live with this culture. 
The economic basis for this culture was the cartel or monopoly. Its driving 
impulse was to retard and freeze the physical and spiritual development of man. 


Who were the cartels? Who are the cartels today?. The first that comes to 
mind is J. G. Farben of Germany with its subsidiaries in America, in Spain, 
and in other parts of the world. In connection with Farben there comes to 
mind the powerful Standard Oil Company of New Jersey with its affiliates 
which had cartel agreements with Farben. Few will remember that these agree- 
ments operated against the lives of American soldiers during the late war, not 
will many realize that the cartels which nurtured and produced Fascism are 
still unchallenged today in their power throughout the world. The United 
States Steel Corporation is the most powerful member of the gigantic world 
steel cartel. Two men, Stettinius and Myron Taylor, whose sympathies are 
naturally with the steel cartel, are to be found in strategic positions in the 


American government in its relations with the United Nations and with the — 


Vatican State. 


It is not an accident that Myron Taylor supports the cause of clerical fascism 
by bringing the prestige of America to the aid of the morally debilitated 
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Papacy while Stettinius aligns American power with those forces which back 
reaction in Spain and therefore throughout the world. 


Dr. Lange, the representative of Poland in the United Nations, has placed 
before the Security Council a straight moral issue. This is the kind of issue 
which the Church, or rather those dynamic individuals in the Church men- 
‘tioned by Dr. Mackay should meet with a clear unequivocal demand. In the 
matter of Spain not one but two of the Big Three violate the principles of 
justice and mercy. ; 


The American representative in the United Nations, Stettinius, says that 
the American government is all for the removal of Franco but doesn’t want a 
civil war in Spain. He intimates that Spain had one civil war and that is all 
that Spain should be allowed. As a matter of fact Spain was not permitted to 
have even one civil war. We tied her hands while she was invaded by the 
Germans, the Italians, and the Moors. The power and influence of all three 
remain in Spain today. The Church of Spain is a partner of that power. The 
American government and the British government would not allow the Amer- 
ican and British people to help the martyred Spanish people throw off their 
invaders. It is an affront to the conscience of the world, it is an insult to the 
intelligence of the world, it is an arrogant taunt in the face of God to pretend 
that we are upholding Fascism in Spain because of our pity for the Spanish 


people. 


ACT FORTHRIGHTLY AND WITHOUT FEAR 


Here is an opportunity for all dynamic Christians to act forthrightly and 
without fear in condemnation of this mockery. Pastor Niemoller of Germany 
has come to repentance. He was a very long time coming there. A great deal 
had to happen, many millions of people had to be slaughtered and enslaved, 
but at last he did come to repentance; and having come there he says that if 
a few thousand German Protestant churchmen had done what Dr. Mackay 
asks us to do, had risked their lives in opposition to Hitler in the very begin- 
ning of the rise of Nazism, unspeakable horror would have been averted. In 
Spain, Nazi-Fascism makes a new beginning. With or without Franco, Spain 
_is where the Counter Reformation gathers for its last great effort to subdue 
the world, using as its modern hammer of “God” the streamlined atomic 
cartel feudalism. 
Here is the challenge. It is not our first, but it may well be our last, chance 
to avert war. Atomic war is not the issue. Physical destruction is not the issue. 
The issue is a straight moral one and it grows directly out of the nature of man 
himself. For man is not divisible. His spirit speaks through his flesh. That is 
the whole lesson of the incarnation to which Dr. Mackay so wisely recalls us. 

If the spirit refuses to be born, if we refuse to materialize the spirit, then that 
spirit, simply and literally, does not matter. What matters today to the living 
- spirit of man is Spain. 


VICHY OCCUPIES THE FRENCH ZONE 


By ALBERT NORDEN 


—The appointments for the French zone of occupation were made when 

’ General de Gaulle was in power. Throughout Southwestern Germany 
people say: “The political purging commission of the French zone works 
in such a way that Hitler himself would be acquitted.” 


Y\ ae from two different 

points of view, both Nazism and 
Communism arrived at the same meth- 
ods and results. On the day after the 
capitulation a Soviet commissar told the 
people that because of this peculiar 
similarity, one of the two regimes sim- 
ply had to disappear for the sake of the 
other.” 

This is a quotation from the Revue de 
la Zone Francaise,.organ of the French 
military government in Germany. It did 
not creep in by accident. This very offi- 
cial paper prints fairy stories accusing 
the Russians of plundering and raping. 
The editorial policy reflects the fact that 
the administration of Southwestern Ger- 
many is in the hands of the clerical- 
fascists of the Vichy regime. 

_ Monsieur Sabatier, chief of the gen- 
eral administration of the French zone 
_ of occupation, was formerly secretary 
general of the Ministry of the Interior 
under Petain and as such organized 
Vichy’s persecution of the French peo- 
ple. He continued such persecution 
when he later became Chief of Police 
at Bordeaux. 

Monsieur Kunz, who was governor 
of the departments Meurtheet Moselle 
in Eastern France under Petain, is in 
charge of the political policies of the 
French administration of the Saar tre- 
gion. 

The first director for economy and 
finance in the French zone, Jean Fillipi, 
held the high position of Chief of Cab- 
inet in the Ministry of Finance during 
Petain’s regime, 


Another police president, Jean Cab- 
ouat, a stern oppressor of French pa- 
triots, at present directs the secret police 
of the zone. 

Monsieur Perier de Feral who, after 
the liberation of France, was put into 
jail because of his attitude during the 
Nazi occupation, and Monsieur An- 
dreux, former police superintendent in 
Marseille under Joseph Darnand (the 


French Himmler, who has since been © 


executed), are now high-ranking ad- 
ministrators in the French zone. So also 
is M. Landron who was in Laval’s gov- 
ernment and was rewarded with the 
position of secretary general of the 
French occupation government in ne 
Rhineland. 

Deputy Alfred Biscarlet, a member 
of the French Parliamentary Commis- 
sion who returned from a tour of the 
French occupation zone a short time ago, 
stated in the magazine France Nouvelle 
that in certain departments of the mili- 
tary administration in Germany up to 
80 per cent of the oats are Vichy 
elements. 

The Baden-Baden Aiilitary govern- 
ment, with 1,300 officers including 800 
colonels, is overstaffed. In fact, three 
quarters.of these-officers are superfluous. 
The same conditions prevail in the mil- 
itary governments of the provincial 
towns. In Freiburg, for instance, there 
are 300 officers of which at least 220 
are unnecessary. 


Suppress Anti-fascists 


' These tools of Petain are doing their 


best to make the spirit of Vichy tri- 


-umphant in Germany. They do every- 
thing they can to keep German anti- 
fascists out of key positions in self- 
governing bodies. When nominations to 
any post are discussed, a Communist or 
any outspoken anti-fascist is invariably 
turned down, even if (or because?) he 
_has spent ten to twelve years in Nazi 
concentration camps. Regularly some 
“member of the so-called “Christian’’ 
parties is appointed in his place. 
_ Roman Catholic Archbishop Konrad 
of Freiburg was granted permission to 
circulate a scandalous pastoral letter 
which, during three Sunday services, 
was read in all churches of the French 
zone. In it he openly preached pan- 
Germanism, calling on all Catholics to 
_ carry the German spirit into Eastern and 
Southeastern Europe. The French gen- 
eral in Baden-Baden, who helped pro- 
_ mote this. chauvinistic poisoning of the 
German people, disbanded at the same 
: time the organization “Neues Deutsch- 
land” (New Germany) which embraced 
the three anti-Nazi parties (Social Dem- 
Bes, Communists, and Christian Dem- 
_ocrats) under the chairmanship of the 
outstanding intellectual and leader of 
consumers’ cooperatives, Dr. Karl Bittel. 


2 


cs It is no exaggeration to state that the 


French administration in Germany is 
: more reactionary than the British—and 
that is saying a lot! Throughout South- 
western Germany people say: “The 
as purging commission of the 

French zone works in such a way that 

Hitler himself would be acquitted.” 

_ Faced with such a development, a cer- 
tain uneasiness has taken hold of the 
democratic parties in France. Having 
berated their country from the fascists, 
the French patriots are not keen to pro- 
vide them a new stronghold on German 
ground near the French border. A de- 


bate within the Foreign Committee of 
the French Parliament, which’ took place 
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April 8, ended with the acceptance of a — 
motion demanding more effectftve meth- — 
ods for de-Nazification and more ener- 
getic support of the German democratic 
parties and trade unions in the French 
zone. 


Fruit of De Gaulle and Army 


Paris is well aware of the fact that 
the present French regime of Baden- 
Baden is not only hindering the growth 
of German democracy, but is also a po- 
tential threat to French democracy. The 
appointments for the French zone of 
occupation were made when General de 
Gaulle was in power, which is one rea- 
son why the regime of Baden-Baden 
does not represent the prevailing polit- 
ical spirit within the French Parliament. 
Also, the administration of Baden- 
Baden is subordinate to the Army, and 
De Gaulle did everything possible to 
preserve the Army and particularly its 
command as a: haven for conservative 
forces. 

The reactionary mentality at the top 
of the French Army is manifest in its — 
methods of “‘re-educating’ German . 
prisoners of war. 


Gone are the days when members of 
the Free Germany Movement, who had 
fought with the French maquis, were 
allowed to visit POW camps in France 
regularly, helping actively to re-educate 
these prisoners. De Gaulle had the dele- 
gates of this movement thrown out of 
the prison camps. An excellent news- 
paper, published by the Free Germans ~ 


for the POW’s, was practically forced - 


to discontinue and in its place the 
W ochen-Kurier appears now, published 
by the Department for Psychological — 
Warfare of the High Command of the 
French Army. A few examples will il- 
lustrate how the French military psy- 


chologists are preparing the German 


POW’s for their return to Germany: 


wh, 
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‘‘A nation in such a geographical po- 
sition as Germany cannot possibly sup- 
port 137 persons per square kilometer.” 
This is stated in issue No. 30, and must 
have comforted those who went to war 
for Hitler's living space theory. 

In issue No. 42 the Vichy sym- 
pathizers reveal their political plan for 
Germany: 

“Everywhere one finds supporters of 
the idea of a Rhineland State, of which 
Catholicism should be the basis, form- 
ing the nucleus of a Catholic Federa- 
tion, reaching from the North Sea to 
Switzerland, perhaps even to the Adri- 
atic Sea... . Germany will again return 
to that political form of life which will 
make it possible for her to play anew 
the role of champion of western cul- 
ture.” 


Reaction Supports Separatism 


_ This sounds like salvation to many 
reactionaries who lived in comfort dur- 
ing the time of the Nazi victories, and 
who today profess to separatism in 
Western Germany. During recent 
months, four separatist parties were 
founded in the Rhineland. All those 
who want to evade the duties of repara- 
tion, all those who only yesterday sided 
with the barbarians and who today hope 
to become the appendix of the victors, 
are now flocking into these parties. 

Peace demands security of the eastern 
borders of France. The danger of ag- 

gtession, after the experiences of 1870- 
71, 1914-18 and 1939-45, has to be 
obliterated once and for all. There is no 
doubt about this. The only doubt is 
about the methods of reaching the goal. 
That the policy of the French military 
regime in Baden-Baden is attaining just 
the opposite of security for France, by 
favoring the forces of aggression, is very 
clear. It is no accident that the German 
separatist parties, who hope for separa- 
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tion of the Rhine-Ruhr regions from the 
Reich, have adopted the most reaction- 
ary programs, starting with a declara- 
tion of war against Socialism and end- 
ing with the demand for compulsory 
professional schools. 

Their battle-cry — ‘For liberation 
from Prussian domination”—may have 
a democratic sound, but it only demon- 
strates that once conditions are changed, 
slogans also change their meaning and 
may assume even an opposite implica- 
tion. Prussia is no longer the old center 
of Junkerism and brutal militarism. On 
the contrary, the typical Prussian prov- 
inces, like Brandenburg, (thanks to the 
agrarian reform, the driving out of the 
Junkers, the dissolution of the trusts, the 
radical de-Nazification and complete 
democratization of the government ma- 
chinery) have become the most ad- 
vanced states of Germany. Under the 
new circumstances, the fight against — 
Prussia becomes synonymous with the 
fight against democracy and progress. 

The coalition of the four anti-fascist 
parties in Berlin has stated explicity that 
Rhineland-Westphalia is German. Franz 
Dahlem, a leader of the German Com- 
munists (whose brother, by the way, is 
one of the heroes of the French Army) 
called Berlin the head, and the Ruhr the 
heart of Germany. The economic life of 
the Reich is so completely dependent 
upon the coal and iron of the Ruhr that 
its existence as a national entity would 
become dubious without it. 

The difference of opinion between 
the German and the French Communists 
concerning the Ruhr—the latter de- 
manding its separation from Germany 
—proves anew that the prattle of world 
reaction about a secret international cen- 
ter dictating the actions of leftists in 
every country is untrue. Similar differ- 
ences between the Jugoslav and Italian 
Communists regarding the question of 
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Trieste, as well as disagreements about 

certain other territorial questions be- 
tween European Communist patties, 
should be looked upon as evidence that 
the Communists are guided by national 
viewpoints, 


Best for France and Germany 


The Potsdam Agreement did not call 
for separation of the Ruhr from Ger- 
many. International discussion of the 
question got caught in a blind alley. In- 
ternationalization or retention by Ger- 
many are the main solutions now pro- 
posed. In the long run democratization 
without altering the German character 
of the Ruhr will prove best to assure 
security and reparations for France. 

It should not be forgotten that the 
Ruhr has long been a center of the Ger- 
man Socialist - Communist movement. 
It took the regents of the ill-fated Wei- 
mar Republic from January, 1919, until 
April, 1920, to suppress the workers of 
the Ruhr territory with the help of the 
-generals of the Kaiser and other officers 
who later became Hitler’s marshals. The 
Ruhr workers had demanded the expro- 
ptiation of Krupp, Stinnes, and Thyssen 
as well as the socialization of the coal 
industry. 

That tradition is still alive. Results of 
the recently held shop steward elections 
in the plants and mines of the Ruhr 
show a decisive Communist - Socialist 
majority. These German workers, sepa- 
rated from their Pan-German employers 
by an abyss, feel a spiritual solidarity 
with the miners of Northern France and 
the metal workers of the Parisian ‘‘red 
belt.” They who never were the pro- 
moters of chauvinism are the only Ger- 
mans to guarantee security and repara- 
tions for France. It is symptomatic that 
the United Socialist Party of Germany 
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is the only one to recognize fully the ~ 
duty of Germans toward restitution. 

The strangling of democracy in the 
French and British zones of occupation 
cannot but lead directly to the breeding 
of those elements dreaming of a new 
German predatory war. It will also lead 
inevitably to sabotage of reparations for 
France. The reactionary British policy 
in the Ruhr, which is a political and 
economic detriment to the miners, has 
resulted already in a drastic lowering of 
coal production. 

British occupation authorities are in 
no hurry to furnish France with that 
reparation coal from the Ruhr on which 
the rebirth of the French economy de- 
pends to a high degree — at least not 
until the French stop opposing the 
Western Bloc plans of 10 Downing 
Street. Great Britain wants to use her 
strategic position in the Ruhr region 
(which falls in the British zone) to keep 
the fires burning between France and 
Germany; to force the French to comply 
with the objectives of British imperial- 
ism; to sabotage a unified Germany with 
“red” Berlin as its capital; and in case 
of an internationalization of the Ruhr 
to exclude the Russians from participat- 
ing in its administration. 

The only way out of this international 
impasse would be, in my opinion, to 
entrust the administration of the Ruhr 
territory to proven anti-militaristic dem- 
ocratic Germans, who acknowledge Ger- 
many’s obligation for complete repara- 
tion and recognize the right of the Big 
Four to control, for a long time to come, 
the economy of the Ruhr region. 

Certainly there will be no peace if the 
clerical-fascist reaction, extending from 
the borders of Switzerland to Cologne, 
is catered to, for it is behind this clerical 
front that all the fascists who have 
escaped jail are hiding today. 


FILIPINOS SAW THE VATICAN AID JAPAN 


By ABRAHAM CHAPMAN 


—With the Japanese task forces came fifteen Roman Catholic priests 
and a number of Catholic seminary students from Japan. Their mission 
was to establish immediate contact with the Roman Catholic authorities 
and institutions and enlist their support for the Japanese occupation. 


Their work bore fruit. 


HE RECENT NEWS that Bishop Cesar 

M. Guerrero was indicted as a Jap- 
anese collaborator by the People’s Court 
of the Commonwealth of the Philippines 
may have come as a surprise to some 
people, but not to those familiar with 
the role of the Roman Catholic hierarchy 
in the Philippines during the war with 
Japan. Decisive sections of the hierarchy 
collaborated with the Japanese fascists 
and assisted them in imposing the “new 
order” on the Filipino people. 

The close relations between the Vat- 
ican and Japanese fascism remain, to this 
day, one of the least told stories of the 
war. The Japanese imperialists set the 
stage for it before Pearl Harbor, when 
they were gobbling up Chinese territory. 

Shortly before the war Japan granted 
the Roman Catholic Church the public 
tights and privileges enjoyed by Shinto- 
ism and Buddhism in an effort to win 
the cooperation of the Vatican. The 
Vatican, on its part, unblushingly pur- 
sued its intimacies with the rapacious 
Japanese fascists. 

Since more than 75 per cent of the 
people of the Philippines are Roman 
Catholic, conscious wooing of the Cath- 
olics was a natural stratagem of the Jap- 
anese war lords in their drive to rule 
over the Pacific. 

They failed with the Filipino rank 
and file members of that church. Filipino 
resistance to the Japanese occupation pro- 
vides one of the great chapters of the 
war in the Pacific. Among the Hukbala- 


haps and other guerrilla groups were 
many Catholics. But if the Japanese 
didn’t win the Catholic masses it wasn’t 
because they didn’t have the cooperation 
of leading Roman Catholic figures. 

As a matter of fact the Vatican re- 
ceived the first Japanese diplomatic en- 
voy to the Holy See, Ambassador Ken 
Harada, after Pearl Harbor. 

Shortly after the Japanese invaded the 
Philippines they formed a “Union of 
Catholics in Greater East Asia” in 
Tokyo. The president was the Arch- 
bishop of Tokyo, Msgr. Pietro Tatsuo 
Doi. Thus the most prominent Roman 
Catholic cleric in Japan entered into an 
alliance with the aggressive war makers 
of Nippon. 


Landing with a Mission 


The Japanese took more than guns 
with them when they landed on Luzon, 
the largest, most populous and most im- 
portant of the Philippine islands. With 


the Japanese task forces came fifteen Ro- - 


man Catholic priests and a number of 
Catholic seminary students from Japan. 
Their mission was to establish immedi- 
ate contact with the Roman Catholic 
authorities and institutions and enlist 
their support for the Japanese occupa- 
tion. Their work bore fruit. On the top 
level they met with the most phenomenal 
success. Less than two months after the 
initial landings on Luzon the Tokyo 
radio was blaring proudly that the Ro- 
man Catholic bishop of Manila and the 


a ee A 


sid ‘a 


adit apace Dai 


¥ 


: J ee in the Philipines 
had become co-workers in the vineyard 
of the Japanese “new order.” In the 
exact words of an AP dispatch of Feb. 
3, 1942: “The Tokyo shortwave recent- 


i ly asserted that the Catholic bishop of 


Manila and the papal representative in 
the Philippines had joined in coopera- 
tion with the Japanese for creation of 


the ‘new order’ in Asia and had urged 
Catholics to like action.” 

These boasts of Radio Tokyo provide 
illuminating background for the indict- 
ment of Bishop Guerrero. 

New York Times correspondent Her- 


bert L. Matthews, at that time covering 


the Vatican, reported in the Times of 


_Nov. 21, 1944: “The Japanese delega- 


tion to the Holy See claimed that the 


Archbishop of Manila had repeatedly 


expressed his gratitude to the Japanese 


‘military authorities for their attitude to- 
_ ward the Catholic Filipinos.” 
I find it difficult to comprehend on 


| what score the Archbishop of Manila 


| thorities. 


| was grateful to the Japanese Military au- 
Filipino civilians, predomi- 
_ nantly Catholics, were tortured and mas- 
_ sacred by the Japanese. Filipino women, 
_ predominantly Catholics, were subjected 
to rape and unprecedented orgies of 
ety The story was told in the 
_ Yamashita trial and is much like the 
Nazi record at Nuremberg. Since the 
days when the Archibishop of Manila 
“repeatedly expressed his gratitude” 
| “Yamashita has been hanged. 


A Falangist Foundation 


- The foundations for Roman Catholic 
collaboration with the Japanese fascists 
-wete laid before the war. Franco’s 
_Falange—blessed by the Vatican and 


the hierarchy in Spain—extended its 


influence throughout ‘3 Roman Catho- 
2 world. 
The Philippine Cotnenanenes ith was 
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one of the concentration points of ae 
In the islands, where the 
Roman Catholic Church maintains an 
intricate system of parochial schools 
from kindergarten through college, the 
Falange had many willing accomplices. 

The Falange in the Philippines, as part 
of its joyous celebration of Franco's vic- 
tory in Spain, published a giant souvenir — 
edition of its magazine Arriba Espana. 
A two-page spread, under the heading 
“Caudillos de las Naciones Amigos’ 
(Leaders of the Friendly Nations), fea-_ 
tured pictures of Hitler, Hirohito, Mus- 
solini and Salazar. Equally prominent in 
its pages were photographs of Falange 
meetings, celebrating Franco victories, 
in Roman Catholic churches throughout 
the islands. — 

A full page display, entitled “Sol- 
emne Te Deum en Manila,” carried pho- 
togtaphs of a Solemn Te Deum held in 
the Church of San Beda to celebrate the — 
capture of Barcelona by the troops of 
Generalissimo Franco. One _ picture 
showed Don Andrés Soriano, described 
in the text as ‘Representative of the ~ 
Government of Generalissimo Franco in 
the Philippines,” and other Falange 
leaders in the seats of honor in the 
church. Another picture (reproduced 
here) showed the flags decorating the 
church, prominent among which was a 
large Nazi banner with its black swas- 
tika. 

A tribute to Arriba Espana by the 
Archbishop of Manila, Michael J. 
O’Doherty, occupied a prominent page. 
Archbishop O’Doherty (now on a mis- 
sion in the United States) hailed “our 
glorious Generalissimo Franco . . . the 
instrument of providence not only to — 
save Spain, but also the world.” Another 
full page was devoted to a picture of, 
and a message from, Msgr. Guillermo 
Piani, papal representative in the Phil- 
ippines, who proclaimed Franco's vic- 
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Te Deum in the Church of San Beda, Manila, Jan. 19; 1939, celebrating 
the capture of Barcelona by Franco. Note Nazi flag. 


tory as a triumph over “‘Soviet tyranny.” 

Silvestro Sancho, Rector of the Uni- 
versity of Santo Tomas—Manila’s lead- 
ing Roman Catholic educational institu- 
tion—was pictured elsewhere in the 
publication. I am informed that Silves- 
tro Sancho was deported from the Phil- 
ippines in 1940 by the U. S. authorities 
as an undesirable alien for his alleged 
complicity in handing over defense plans 
of the islands to the Japanese. 

An Associated Press dispatch, Manila, 
Sept. 28, 1941 is worth quoting in full: 

“Charges that the government of 
General Francisco Franco in Spain was 
» conducting an extensive propaganda 
campaign among Catholic Filipinos 
were made today in a pamphlet written 
by two professors of the Baguio Military 
Academy. 

“Major José M. Hernandez and Lieu- 
tenant Ricardo C. Galang wrote the 
pamphlet published by the Civilian 
Emergency Administration. 

“The officers declared that professors 
and students at certain unnamed educa- 


tional institutions in the Philippines had 
been persuaded to contribute financially 
to the Franco Government. 

“They also said that some Spaniards 
in the Philippines had aided. the cam- 
paign which included offering Filipinos 
medical and other scholarships at Span- 
ish universities and circulation of ‘cul- 
tural’ publications to the end that ‘we 
might be convinced of the power and 
strength of the Franco government’.” 

As readers of THE PROTESTANT 
know so well, the Falange didn’t just 
plump for Franco. It was—and still 
is—an instrument of fascist ideology 
and fascist action. It did a _ thriv- 
ing business in the Philippines. It was 
led and supported by Spanish land-. 
lords and industrialists like Andrés 
Soriano (made a Colonel in the U. S. 
Army by General MacArthur and sub- 
sequently granted United States citizen- 
ship in reward, apparently, for his 
services to Franco and fascism in the 
Philippines). 

Falange leaders in Spain and Mexico 


; them:. ‘ 
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boasted of the strength and influence 
of their fascist party in the Philippine 
Far Eastern outpost. In 1942, as a mat- 
ter of fact, Pilar Primo de Rivera, head 


of the National Council of the Women’s - 


Auxiliary of the Falange Party an- 
nounced in Granada that the Philippine 
auxiliary had received a special decora- 
tion for its outstanding work in the 
Far East. When the Japanese set up their 
Philippine puppet government, headed 
by José Laurel, Franco personally sent 
him a message of greeting. 


Landowning Clergy 


The Roman Catholic friars in the 
Philippines were in the old days the 
chief agents of the Spanish crown, the 
men who imposed the taxes and were 


__ the direct oppressors of the people. 


A viceroy of New Spain coined the 
phrase which most aptly characterizes 
‘In each friar in the Philippines 
the King had a captain general and a 
whole army!” 

In the uprisings against Spain and 
particularly in the great revolution of 
1896 a central demand of the Catholic 
Filipino masses was the expulsion 23 the 
friars. 

General Aguinaldo, representing the 
more conservative elements in the revo- 
lution of 1896 wrote to General Otis on 
November 3, 1898: 

“These priests . . . have been for a long 
time the absolute masters of life, honor 


and property of the Filipinos. For: this 


reason it is a widely known and notori- 


- ous fact, recognized by all foreigners 


, 
| 
} 


who have studied Philippine affairs, 
that the primary causes of the Philip- 
pine revolution were the ecclesiastical 
corporations which, taking advantage of 
the corrupt Spanish government, have 
robbed the country, preventing progress 
and liberty.” 

‘In the Philippines the Church of 
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Rome became one of the greatest land- 
owners, identified with the feudal- 
colonial agrarian system of landlordism 
which prevails to this date. Under this 
system most of the land belongs to a 
few landlords, and the peasants who 
til] the land live in abject poverty and 
are constantly in debt to the owner. It 
is impossible to consider the policies 
and activities of the hierarchy apart 
from their vested interest in the mainte- 
nance and survival of the feudal-colonial 
agrarian system in the face of the con- 
stant pressure of the peasants for mod- 
ern, democratic land reforms. 

More than forty years of American 
administration and control of the is- 
lands brought hardly any fundamental 
change in the agrarian system. The 
Filipino peasant is still deprived of the 
major share of his toil and is victimized 
by the landlords. The American agricul- 
tural expert, Robert L. Pendleton, who 
spent many years studying agricultural 
work in the Philippines and Southeast 
Asia says (Pacific Affairs, March, 
1946) “...in spite of popular notions 
to the contrary the United States has 
not done well by the common Filipino 

.. There still persists in the Philippines 
the same social and land-ownership pat- 
tern, including tenant farming and 
share cropping in its several forms, so 
typical of other regions where Spanish 
colonial influence has been strong. 
American efforts to improve the land 
laws for the benefit of the average 
Filipino haye been woefully inadequate. 
Rather, we have strengthened the hands 
of the Filipino political leaders so that 
they have been able more effectively 
to exploit the peasantry.” 

The Filipino peasants provided the 
chief manpower of the Hukbalahap and 
other guerrilla groups who resisted the 
Japanese from the very beginning of 
the war until victory was won. The 
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deep-rooted Philippine tradition of 
struggle for independence and the deep- 
seated aspiration for freedom from the 
oppressive yoke of the landlords were 
the sources of inspiration to ae re- 
sistance. 

Most of the landlords and defenders 
of the landlord system collaborated with 
the Japanese. They sought not only 
profitable economic relations with the 
Nipponese but wanted the protection of 
Japanese arms against the patriotic and 
democratic upsurge of the peasantry and 
the people. 

Bishop Guerrero, indicted for treason, 
thus symbolizes the worst in the tradi- 


tion of conflict -between the Roman - 


Catholic hierarchy and the Filipino 
Catholic masses. 


Still Favoring Fascism 


The end of the war has not brought 
an end to sharp conflict in the Philip- 
pines. Under the Tydings-McDuffie Act 
the Philippines are to assume their in- 
dependence on July 4 of this year. But 
the entire question is far from a closed 
chapter. 

The Philippine fascists, who col- 
laborated with the Japanese, still hold 
positions of power by virtue of the 
protection they have-received from the 
U. S. Army authorities. Manuel Roxas, 
now elected for President, served in the 
Japanese puppet government, was one of 
the drafters and signers of the puppet 
constitution and supported the Japanese 
war effort against the United States 

The Filipino masses have demanded 
the indictment and prosecution of Roxas 
as a traitor. I saw the demonstration of 
65,000 peasants and Manilans at Plaza 
Guipit demanding the arrest of Roxas. 
On the other hand, the Catholic leaders 
on the islands have played their cards 
_ carefully in an effort to suppress the 
people’s wrath against the collaborators. 


- When I was in Manila I was an avid 
reader of the Philippine press (which 
is predominantly in the English lan- 
guage). The Star Reporter, a Manila 


daily, was one of the most passionate - 


of the independent anti-collaborator 
newspapers. Dominican Fathers did 
their best to suppress The Star Reporter, 
which commenced publication at the 
University of Santo Tomas press, owned 
and run by Dominican Fathers. Despite 
the fact that The Star Reporter had a 
contract with the press until June, 1946, 
the editors of the paper were told that 
the University of Santo Tomas press 
would cease to print the paper on Dec. 
31, 1945. The instructions for cancella- 
tion of the contract came from Domini- 


can Father Jordan to Father Vincente 


Breton at the press. 


Father Breton cut through the che 


nical reasons for the cancellation and 
intimated the true reasons. The Domin- 
ican Father told the editors of the 
traditional “unwritten” clause in all 
contracts of the Santo Tomas press: 
they will print no criticism of Franco 
or any aspect of the Roman Catholic 


Church. The Star Reporter had attacked . 


Franco, the Falange, and Portugal’s 
Salazar and in advocating modern land 
reforms had /urged the distribution of 
the vast landlord estates—which include 
the huge land holdings of the Dominican 
Order. The Santo Tomas presses just 
wouldn’t tolerate such stuff — even 
though they printed for the Japanese 
fascists right through the occupation, 
reliable sources in Manila informed me. 

An airmail release from the Philip- 
pine News Service in Manila, dated 
April 6, provides an illuminating sequel 
to this story. PNS reports: 

“The Courier, a Manila English daily, 
printed in the Santo Tomas (Domin- 
ican) press, has launched into a war- 
mongering campaign and has exposed 


itself 2 as pro- -fascist and anti- Soviet. The 


publisher of the Courier is a Chinese 


named Chua Tek who also publishes a 
Chinese daily in Manila called the Chun- 
_ king Times. This Chinese daily is vio- 
lently pro-Kuomintang, anti-Communist 
_ and anti-Soviet Union. Recently Chua 
was warned by the U. S. Treasury De- 
partment that his property might be 
confiscated on the grounds that he col- 
_laborated with the enemy during the 
Japanese occupation.” 

Thus after the war, we see Philip- 
pine Roman Catholic leaders actively 
engaged in a campaign to defend and 
perpetuate the fascist ee on the is- 

lands. 

Manuel Roxas, mentioned above, was 
the favorite candidate of the Roman 
Catholic press and of the American 

; reactionaries—including High Commis- 
sioner Paul V. McNutt and U. S. Army 

_leaders—who are skilfully trying to 

_ destroy the meaning of America’s pledge 

_ of independence on July 4. 

__U.S. Army policy in the Philippines, 

_ based as it is on intervention against 
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the democratic and anti-fascist Filipinos 


to prolong American economic and po- 


litical domination of the rich and stra- 
tegic islands, is one of the sorriest ex-— 
pressions of American postwar foreign 
policy anywhere. Bills are now pending 
in the U. S. Congress which nullify the . 
content of the Independence Act. 

American administration in the Phil- 
ippines has accommodated and catered 
to clerical fascism on the islands. The 
Roman Catholic clerical fascists, in re- 
turn, are trying to drag the Philippines 
into the Vatican’s current crusade to 
save fascism from moral and political 
defeat after its military reverses, and to 
further the cause of a third world war 
against the democratic forces every- 
where and against Soviet Russia. 

If American intervention were not 
now hampering the free exercise of the 
will of the Filipino people they would 
have already repudiated this new con- 
spiracy against their democratic rights 
and interests as thoroughly as they 
helped liquidate the Japanese occupa- 
tion. . 


TIMES AND FATHER TISO 


I saw a wireless communication by Albion Ross in the New York Times 


of this week in which the correspondent referred to Tiso as ‘a former. 
Catholic priest.” I at once wrote the Times correcting this bald (purpo- 


sive?) misstatement, and insisted that he 1S a Monsignor. With this 
_, morning's mail comes this: 
Ly “On receipt of your letter of April 8, I checked with our Vienna 


Bureau and find that you are correct in saying that Dr. Tiso is a 


Monsignor. 


"I thank you for calling the matter to our attention. We will try 
in the future to refer correctly to him.” 


Si ie Edwin L. James, Managing Editor 


REvy, OTTO BRAND 


THE PROTESTANT ACTS 
By BEN RICHARDSON 


—THE PROTESTANT placed an advertisement in the Chicago Daily 


News and the Philadelphia Record on Good Friday, April 19, entitled 
“A Good Friday Message To All Christians.” Its opening statement 


read: “We cannot permit the Cross of Christ to be used as a bludgeon 


in the hands of those who would use the Jews, or any other religious or 
racial group, as scapegoats in their thrust for fascist power over Amer- | 
ica.” The advertisements were signed by more than forty clergymen in 
each of these cities. An indication of the situation which now exists in 
New York City is the fact that the Good Friday advertisement was re- 
fused space in the Times, the Herald-Tribune and the Post. 


HE PROTESTANT learned of an offense 

committed against Jewish students at- 
tending the Riverside Military Academy 
at Gainesville, Georgia. A letter from a 
parent of one of the students apprised 
THE PROTESTANT of the fact that Gen- 
eral Sandy Beaver, a retired Brigadier 
General, and President of the Riverside 
Academy, made certain anti-Semitic 
statements in a recent chapel talk at that 
institution. The parent’s letter states 
’ that, among other things, the General 
said: “You Jewish boys, your parents 
haven't done a good job. All they have 
thought about is making money.” A let- 
ter protesting against General Beaver’s 
remarks, and demanding an immediate 
investigation, was sent to Secretary of 
War Patterson. A similar letter was sent 
to General Beaver, with the notable ad- 
dition of a digested history of the rec- 
ord of Jewish heroism in every war 
fought by this country. As a result, the 
parent of the offended student received 
a lengthy letter from General Beaver in 
which he denied having made the state- 
ments. He said further that his remarks 
had been misinterpreted and assured the 
parent he would present the whole mat- 
ter again, taking particular pains to see 
that his true meaning was understood, 
and thereby clear up the seeming of- 


fenses to the Jewish. students of the 


school. 
Protecting the Holy Days 


In previous years, anti-Semitic van- | 
dalism against persons and places of | 
worship has swept the country during | 
the Jewish holy days. THE PROTESTANT, | 
which has made a careful record of past © 


instances, in an effort to avert the re- 


currence of such abuses this year enlisted 
the support of the Police Department — 


to give added protection to Jewish places 
of worship during the days of religious 
observance. A reply to our letter to 
Police Commissioner Wallander’s office 
follows: “Reverend and Dear Sir: Police 
Commissioner Arthur W. Wallander 
directs me to acknowledge receipt of 
your communication of March 28, 1946, 
in which you request that the Jewish 
synagogues and places of worship be 
given special surveillance during the 
holiday season. The Commissioner di- 
rects me to inform you that your letter 
has been-referred to the Chief Inspector 
for appropriate attention; also to assure 
you of our cooperation. Very truly yours, 
Mary E. Kennedy, Acting Secretary to 
Police Commissioner.”. Telephone calls 
from police precincts throughout the 
city assured THE PROTESTANT that 
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added protection was given and that, as 
a result, no instances of vandalism were 
recorded in New York City. 

Because this action constituted the 
second year of an experiment conducted 
by the New York Regional Action Com- 


| mittee, THE PROTESTANT did not take 


similar steps in other communities. 
The need for such precautions else- 
where is clearly shown by an incident in 
Newark, New Jersey. The following 
quotation from a letter sent by THE 
PROTESTANT to Police Commissioner 


- Kaas of Newark tells the story: 


“A matter has been called to our at- 
tention which we feel warrants an im- 
mediate investigation by your office and 
such action as you see fit to take. The 
clergymen of THE PROTESTANT learned, 
through a story that appeared in the 


_ New York Post, that on April 22, 1946 


(one of the days of the observance of 


. Passover) damage estimated at $400 


was done to the stained glass windows 
of the Ahavath Zion Synagogue at 152 
16th Street, Newark, N. J. The vandals 
hurled stones through the windows of 
the synagogue and made anti-Semitic 
outcries as they did so. A personal on- 
the-spot investigation by clergymen of 
THE PROTESTANT has confirmed the re- 
port of this outrage. Officials of the syn- 
agogue informed THE PROTESTANT 
that such abuses have been recurrent 
over a period of years, and that in the 
past police action has been negligible 
and at times altogether lacking. In the 
interests of the people of the Ahavath 
Zion congregation, and, through them, 
of the community at large, we urge you 
to use your good office to bring about 
the early apprehension of the guilty 
parties, and take such measures as will 


__ guarantee the future security of these 


citizens and their place of worship. 
Please apprise us of your findings in 
the matter, as the many clergymen asso- 


THE PROTESTANT ACTS 21 


ciated with THE PROTESTANT will be 
interested to learn the developments as 
they occur.” 

A delegation of clergymen is arrang- 
ing an audience with Commissioner 
Kaas to obtain police action. Next year 
the cooperation of police departments 
throughout the country will be sought. 


Kicking Back for a Disabled Vet 


A Negro veteran, released from the 
Army on a 100 per cent disability dis- 
charge because of injuries sustained in 


the Pacific theatre of operations, recently 


suffered severe brutality at the hands of 
a police officer. The veteran, William J. 
Martin, told THE PROTESTANT his story 
and substantiated his statements by an 
affidavit. As a result, a letter was sent 
to Police Commissioner Wallander, set- 
ting forth Mr. Martin’s allegations. 
Our letter to Police Commissioner 
Wallander read in part: “A matter of 
incredible police brutality has come to 
our attention which we feel warrants an 
immediate investigation by your office, 
and such action as you see fit. A veteran 
of World War II, William J. Martin, 
was injured in the line of duty in the 
foreign theatre of operations. His injury 
and subsequent hospitalization caused 
him to be discharged from the Service 
on grounds of complete disability. Mr. 
Martin left his apartment at 203 W. 
113th Street, New York City, at 2:00 
pm on March 20, 1946. An affidavit ifl 
our possession states that: Mr. Martin 
left his apartment at 203 W. 113th 
Street to go to a nearby barber shop for 
a shave. Due to partial paralysis he is 
unable to shave himself. While waiting 
to cross the street at the corner of 115th 
Street and 7th Avenue, he was accosted 
by Police Patrolman Beale, Badge No. 
4114, Mr. Martin says Patrolman Beale 
ordered him to move from the corner. 
Mr. Martin’s back was turned to Patrol- 
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man Beale at the time; he did not be 
lieve the officer was speaking to him. 
The officer is alleged, thereupon, to have 
grabbed Mr. Martin by the right arm— 
the partially paralyzed arm which he 
had been advised to keep at complete 
rest during recuperation. Mr. Martin 
states further that he attempted to ease 
the pain of the patrolman’s grasp, 
whereupon the patrolman is stated to 
have said, ““Oh—you're bad, huh!’ and 
thereupon kicked Mr. Martin in the 
buttocks. Mr. Martin protested against 
this violence, but the officer continued 
to kick the veteran repeatedly, as he 
walked the block from 115th to 116th 
Street and 7th Avenue. Mr. Martin’s 
pleas for mercy availed nothing.” 


Our letter to the Commissioner con- 
tinued: “Patrolman Beale arrested Mr. 
Martin for disorderly conduct. Mr. Mar- 
tin was placed in a patrol car and driven 
to the 28th Precinct on West 123rd 
’ Street. On arrival there Mr. Martin al- 
leges he was subjected to a brutal beat- 
ing about the face and body by Patrol- 
man Beale, who used his fists in the 
assault. A police lieutenant, who is said 
to have been present and witnessed the 
beating, made no objections to the con- 


_ duct of the officer. This abuse continued 


_ for about twenty minutes. Mr. Martin 
was then taken to the 151st Street 
- Court, and there fined $5.00 on charge 
of disorderly conduct—he pleaded not 
‘guilty.” 

As a result of THE PROTESTANT’s 
efforts in Mr. Martin’s behalf, the Police 
Department took action. Mr. Martin 
was called to the 28th Precinct for a 
hearing before the captain in charge. At 
that time a clergyman from THE PRot- 
ESTANT accompanied the veteran, and 
directed him in his demands for a fur- 
ther hearing at which time the veteran 
intends to press charges against Patrol- 
_ man Beale for his excessive brutality. 


THe ese will follow the case 
until justice is done. 


Picketing May Quinn 

THE PROTESTANT has long been in 
the vanguard of those demanding the 
immediate ouster of May Quinn from 
the public school system of New York 
because we recognize that persons who 
sympathize with fascist ideologies jeop- 
ardize the democratic education proc- 


esses of our country. A concrete example _ 


of THE PROTESTANT’s participation in 
this campaign is found in the actions of 
several clergymen of the New York Re- 
gional Action Committee who recently 
picketed P.S. 220 in Brooklyn, where 
Miss Quinn is currently teaching. In 
this demonstration THE PROTESTANT 
joined with a large group of white and 
Negro, Jewish and Gentile mothers and 
their children, who like the ministers, 
demand the dismissal of May Quinn. 
THE PROTESTANT has further sponsored 
a leaflet issued by The Teachers Union 
entitled “Your Child Is In Danger,” in 
which the case against May Quinn is 
clearly and irrefutably set forth. 


Pledge in Madison Square Garden 


The American Committee of Jewish 
Artists, Writers and Scientists, in a 
meeting at Madison Square Garden held 


March 27, 1946, attended by more than ~ 


18,000 people, presented to the world 


the Black Book, a document of Nazi { 


atrocities against the Jewish people com- | 


mitted during the war years. [Speakers | q 
invited to that meeting included Rabbi — 


Stephen S. Wise, Albert Einstein, and 


Rev. Ben Richardson of THE PROTES- © 


| 


TANT. Mr. Richardson, in his speech 
reiterated ZTHE PROTESTANT’s affirma- 
tion that anti-Semitism is a Christian sin 
and, referring to the more than six 


thousand clergymen associated with — 
THE PROTESTANT, he stated that these — 
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clergymen are prepared to wage a relent- 

less war against fascism in all its aspects 

to the end that the shameful atrocities 

recorded in the Black Book need never 
be written again.} 


For Justice in Freeport 


On the night of Febeuety “4 4, 1946, 
four Negroes — Charles, Alfonzo, Rich- 
| ard, and Joseph Ferguson — three of 
whom were in the Armed Forces, went 
| into a diner in Freeport, L. I., and re- 
quested that they be served coffee. They 
were refused service —the proprietor 
said he did not have any coffee. Wit- 
messes report that the indicator on the 
urn showed there was sufficient coffee 
to accommodate the servicemen, if the 
proprietor had cared to serve them. The 
four brothers remonstrated verbally with 
__ the owner, then left the diner and pro- 
ceeded down the street. They were ac- 
costed by Patrolman John Romeika who 
said he acted on complaint of the owner 
| of the diner. The patrolman arrested the 
: four brothers, walked them to a nearby 

' post and telephoned for a patrol wagon. 

_ He then ordered his prisoners over to a 

“half-shadowed area nearby and lined 

them up against the wall of a closed 

filling station. He commanded them to 
raise their hands above their heads. The 
brothers obeyed. As the four men stood 

awaiting the patrol wagon Romeika 
_ kicked one brother, Charles, in the groin 
-—and when, in pain, Charles lowered 
his arms the policeman stepped back, 
_ drew his service revolver, and shot the 

soldier dead. He then walked around his 
“prostrate body and shot and instantly 
killed a second brother, Alfonzo. Then 
“he shot and seriously wounded the third 
brother, Joseph. Richard, the fourth 
"brother, was carried to the police station 
and summarily sentenced to one hundred 
days in prison because of his inability 


to pay a fine of $100. 
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An indignant community immedi- » 
ately undertook measures to secure jus- 
tice for the victims of this police out- 
tage. Representatives of THE PROTEs- 
TANT were among the first to challenge 
this crime. [Rev. Ben Richardson is an 
executive member of the New York — 
Committee For Justice In Freeport. As 
a representative of THE PROTESTANT 
he has addressed numerous mass meet- 
ings in an effort to crystallize public 
opinion in behalf of the Ferguson — 
brothers. He is also a member of a dele- — 
gation which will go to Gov. Thomas E. 
Dewey and present a petition demand- 
ing a separate investigation by a special- 
ly-appointed attorney, in order to es- 
tablish the true facts in the case. } : 

Joseph and Richard have since been 
exonerated by the Army and Navy, the 
branches to which they belonged. Both 
Armed Services state that the two broth- 
er were not acting in a disorderly man- 
ner at the time of the incident. This 
strengthens the case against Patrolman _ 
Romeika, and makes the future victory _ 
of the Committee’s efforts more certain. 


Good Friday Message 


THE PROTESTANT placed an adyer- 
tisement in the Chicago Daily News and 
the Philadelphia Record on Good Fri- 
day, April 19, entitled ““A Good Friday 
Message To All Christians.” Its opening 
statement read: “We cannot permit the 
Cross of Christ to be used as a bludgeon 
in the hands of those who would use the 
Jews, or any other religious or racial 
group, as scapegoats in their thrust for 
fascist power over America.” The entire 
statement represented an attempt to set 
down the story of the Crucifixion in its 
true historical light. This was done in an 
effort to offset the propaganda of anti- 
Semites who use the story of Jesus’ 
death as a provocation for violence 
against the Jewish community. The ad- 
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vertisements were signed by more than 
forty clergymen in each of these cities. 
THE PROTESTANT has been informed 
that this action has been one of the most 
‘significant gestures of its kind made by 
representatives of the Christian Church 
in recent times, and does much to ex- 
pose the lies associated with the tragic 
death of Christ. The truths presented in 
this advertisement deprive anti-Semites 
of one of their prime weapons. 

One of the readers of the Good Fri- 
day Message replied saying: 

“Enclosed is my small contribution to 
the great work of love that you are do- 
ing. I am thankful that in this great 
country there are 6,000 courageous men 
who have faced the truth and are trying 
to rectify a great injustice. 

“When I was a young boy in the town 
of Kobryu, Poland, Good Friday meant 
staying at home with doors locked. Yet 
even so, never did I dream that the 
priest's sermon in the white church 
which was located at the end of “Trse- 
ciego Maja” Street would be a contribut- 
ing factor to the hanging in the Market 
Place of 140 Jewish children (ages 5 
yts.-8 yrs.) by the German murderers. 
Unfortunately, such was the case, for 
such was the sermon. 

“With God’s help and our toil, I hope 
that we will succeed in making this 


earth just a trifle better than we found’ 


it."—MARTIN ALKAN 

An indication of the situation which 
now exists in New York City is the fact 
that the Good Friday advertisement was 
refused space in the Times, the Herald 
Tribune and the Post. 


Quentin Reynolds Speaks 


The Seventh Anniversary Dinner of 
THE PROTESTANT was held at the Com- 
modore Hotel on April 2. The guest of 
honor, and principal speaker, was Quen- 
tin Reynolds, distinguished commenta- 


tor on world affairs. THE PROTESTANT’S _ 


1945 Drama Award was presented to — 
the authors, producers and cast of “Deep | 


Are The Roots,” current Broadway hit. 
[A special citation for meritorious serv- 
ice was given.to Rev. Ben Richardson 


for his work in bettering race relations, 


particularly for his indefatigable efforts 
to bring about Negro and Jewish unity 
against their common enemy, fascism.} 
Salient addresses, depicting the world 
scene, were made by Kenneth Leslie, 
and Joseph Brainin. Gerald Richardson, 
editor of THE CHALLENGER, empha- 
sized the necessity of our comic maga- 
zine for intercepting fascism’s plan to 
corrupt the minds of children with racist 
propaganda. More than nine hundred 
people attended the dinner and contrib- 
uted to the funds of THE PROTESTANT 
as an indication of their wholehearted 
support of our work. 


Reply to Knights of Columbus 


The Missouri State Council of the 
Knights of Columbus placed an adver- 


tisement in the New York Times, Sun- 
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day, March 24, entitled “Shall We Help — 


The Communists To Crucify Christian 


Spain?” A letter was printed at the end — 


of the advertisement protesting against 
our State Department’s attitude toward 
the Franco government. It was intended 
to be clipped out, pasted on a post card, 
and mailed to the President of the _ 
ed States. 


THE PROTESTANT recognized this ad- 
vertisement as another move in the cam- 
paign for “war now” with the Soviet 
Union, and immediate action was taken 
to nullify the disservice done to world 
peace by the Missouri Knights of Co- 


lumbus. On Sunday, April 7, the New 


York Times carried our reply in an ad- 
vertisement entitled “Open Letter to the 


Missouri Knights of Columbus.” Ken- 
neth Leslie, editor of THE PROTESTANT, — 


in his opening statement to the Missouri 
State Council said: “You have published 
an advertisement in the New York 
Times, which appeared in other news- 


| papers as well, in which you ask ‘Chris- 


tians and loyal Americans’ to protest 
against interfering with the beneficent 


| tule of Franco in Spain. Although you 
| talk a bit about putting Franco in the 
_ tight, you talk much more about putting 
| Stalin in the wrong. We take it that you 
| want to do both. Perhaps they are two 
| sides of the same coin. Your advertise- 


ment sows well the seed of anti-Soviet 


” 


| War. 


Kenneth Leslie went on to ask the 
Missouri State Council why they failed 
to mention the many anti-Franco Cath- 
olics in the world. He further posed the 
important question: ‘‘In view of the fact 
that the American Catholic hierarchy’s 
most publicized member, Cardinal 
Spellman of New York, has openly be- 
triended Franco, and that the hierarchy’s 
parochial press throughout America has 
espoused Franco’s cause, and in view of 
the fact that the Knights of Columbus 
are an important weapon of Catholic 
Action, are we to understand that the 
American Conference of Roman Cath- 
olic Bishops stands behind your adver- 
tisement?” Leslie continued: “If the an- 


| swer is yes, then the American hierarchy 


'stands condemned before the bar of 
democratic public opinion as an advocate 
of Fascist Spain. The American _hier- 
_archy should retreat from this position 
before it is too late.” 


Included in the text was a Eee 
ical documentation of big business and 
Catholic hierarchical support of Spanish 

fascism, THE PROTESTANT’s advertise- 
_ ment administered a stern rebuke to the 
- Missouri Knights of Columbus for their 
pant -Russian propaganda, and closed 
E the challenging statement: “We do 


' ‘not believe you speak for the Catholic 
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masses of America. We believe they will 
repudiate you.” 

Elsewhere in the advertisement was a 
calendar of THE PROTESTANT’s action 
in behalf of Loyalist Spain, and two 
photographs showing members of the 
Chicago and New York Regional Ac- 
tion Committees picketing the offices of 
the Spanish government's Be 
tives in both cities. 

Letters poured in to Kenneth Leslie 
in response to the advertisement. The 
vast majority of them (many from Cath- 
olics) expressed enthusiastic approval 
of the action. This further proves what 
THE PROTESTANT has long contended, 
namely, that the great masses of Cath- 
olics and Protestants in the world wel- 
come action which helps bring about the 
ouster of Franco from Spain and which 
stands foursquare in the path of clerical 
fascism. 


Doctor Adds Indignity to Pain 


Mr. Jacob Solomon of New York 
City informed THE PROTESTANT of an 
experience he encountered recently in 
the Roosevelt Hospital. In an affidavit, 
Mr. Solomon claims that he became ill 
in a hotel in downtown New York, and 
had to be rushed to the hospital in an 
ambulance. He alleges that the physician 
in the receiving room of the hospital 
greeted him with the objectionable salu- 
tation: “Hello Jakie—what’s the mattet 
with you?” He states further that he re- 
ceived general maltreatment and disre- 
spect while at the hospital. 

Mr. Solomon made his complaint to a 
New York meeting of Regional Action 
Committee Chairmen from several areas 
in the country. The clergymen voted to 
make an immediate investigation. A del- 
egation went to the Roosevelt Hospital 
and spoke with the assistant supervisor 
in charge. The supervisor admitted the 
likelihood of the doctor's having of- 


/ 
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fended Mr. Solomon, apologized for the 
physician who was not present at the 
time, and assured THE PROTESTANT 
that every effort would be made in the 
future to prevent the recurrence of such 
an incident. ~* 


New Edition Drops a Tale 


_ THE PROTESTANT received a copy of 
The Canterbury Tales, translated into 
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modern English verse by Frank Ernest 4 
Hill, and published by Longmans, 
Green and. Company. ‘In this new edi- 
tion, “The Prioress’ Tale,” an anti-Sem- 
itic story which appeared in earlier edi- 
tions, is not included. Its deletion repre- _ 
sents a decided victory for the Textbook — 
Commission of THE PROTESTANT which — 
spearheaded the protests against the in- — 
clusion of that story in an otherwise — 
splendid book. 


* 


CLEAR THE WAY 


Dr. Charles Wakefield Cadman, world-famed American composer, enters 
the field of social significance with a new song, Clear the Way, which may 
prove of interest to choirs and soloists in progressive churches. 

The text, by Charles Mackay, a nineteenth century Scotch poet, has been 
given a semi-martial and extremely spirited setting. 

Cadman has inscribed the song to his friend; Lewis Booth, a midwest 


labor press writer and chairman of the 
a concert and radio singer. 


Dayton Public Service League et is 


The song, available for solo voice as well as mixed or male voices, is 
issued by the Lorenz Publishing Company of Dayton, New York and Chicago, 
and can be secured in the three editions at all music stores. The text follows: 


Men of thought, be up and stirring 
Night and day! 

Sow the seed, withdraw the curtain, 
Clear the Way! 

Men of action, aid and cheer them 
As ye may! 


There’s a fount about to stream, 
There’s a light about to beam, 
There’s a warmth about to glow, 
There’s a flow’r about to blow. 


There's a midnight blackness changing 


Into gray, 


There's a midnight blackness changing 


Into gray! 


Men of thought and men of action, 
Clear. the Way! 
Men of thought and men of action, 


Clear the Way! ‘ 


BRITAIN'S IRAN 
By LYDIA INFELD 


I AM WRITING these lines right after 
having failed to comply with an offer 
from a liberal magazine which asked me 
for an article on Iran giving ‘‘both 
sides” of the problem. The well-inten- 
tioned editor, after admitting that there 
was definitely a ganging up on U.S.S.R., 
nevertheless asked me to ‘‘explain ob- 
jectively that Mr. Byrnes also was right 
in taking a firm stand in the Security 
Council.” I promised to do my best. I 
went directly from the telephone to my 
clippings, my memory and my type- 
_ writer. But the more I delved into the 
_ background of the situation the surer I 
felt that there was but one side to every 
single phase of the Iranian crisis. 
In the light of what I knew of the 
_ Iranian realities, I failed to see anything 
- more—or less—than the life and death 
struggle of an oppressed people against 
the feudal-clerical fascism imposed upon 
them by British imperialism. Coming to 
the Security Council phase of the crisis, 
I could not help but find the Anglo- 
Saxon Powers involved fn the accom- 
_ plishment of a crisis making scheme in 
which the tension over Soviet-Iranian 
relations reached its climax at a time 
that the tension 7 Soviet-Iranian rela- 
_ tions was actually non-existent. 
Then, with this understanding as my 
hi point of departure, an awesome forebod- 
ing of the future passed i in my mind: if 
_ the existence of real ° ‘situations endan- 
be gering world peace” is not a prerequi- 
_ site for Great Britain and the United 
States to create, with the full support of 
_ the ‘‘free press,” an atmosphere heavy 


—In 1943 the British brought back to Ivan a reactionary political exile— 
of the nature of the Grand Mufti’s brother who was taken back to Pales- 
tine in 1944—who created the “National Will Party” to oppose Tudeh. 


with talk of a third world war, shall we 
expect more and greater crises yet to 
come? 

Now, these are generalities, of the 
kind usually put forth after a careful 
weighing of pertinent facts has prepared 
the ground for ending the article on a 
high note. But in times like these, when 
the warmongers do their warmongering 
with blatant openness, I think such gen- 
eralities should come first with facts and 
specifications following as mere illustra- 
tions and memory-refreshers. 


ke Is A FACT that a spontaneous revolu- 
tion is taking place in Iran. The pic- 
ture is very much similar to the Amer- 
ican scene in 1776, with a few differ- - 
ences: .The number of the ‘“‘rebels” is a 
hundred times greater than those in the 
thirteen colonies. The Persian feudal 
rulers are far more degenerate and by 
no means less thick-headed than the 
colonial tories. And, the British in the 
meantime have enriched their methods 
of exploitation by two centuries of ex- 
perience in India. Multiply all this by a 
generous coefficient provided in our 
days by radio, airplane and motion pic- 
tures, and you will see how unnecessary 
is to look for a Russian hand when the 
Iranian Tudeh (Masses) Party bids for 
a voice in the government of the coun- 
try, or when the Democratic Forces of 
the Iranian Province of Azerbaijan man- 
age to take the local government in 
their hands without bloodshed. 

It is true that at the time of the out- 
break of news from Iran last November 
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there was a complete lack of background 
material on that country in the United 
States. Soon correspondents from the 
New York Times, the Associated and 
the United Press were dispatched to the 
scene of disturbances in Teheran, to ac- 
quaint themselves with the situation. In 
the meantime, if anything had to be 
taken for granted by American editori- 
alists it was the fact that it is natural for 
a.semi-colonial people to rise, at a given 
time in their history, against their op- 
pressors, domestic and foreign. Instead 


it was taken for granted that the Rus- 


sians had engineered everything and 
that the Tudeh and the Democratic 
Party of Azerbaijan were merely politi- 
cal tools of the Soviet Union. The only 
American reporter who in those days of 
November 1945 tried to give a sincere 
picture of “long-overdue reforms,” 
“corrupt civil service,’ and “inefficient 
government’ of Iran was Clifton Daniel 
of the New York Times who, after hav- 
ing covered the Iranian theatre for a 
week was apparently ordered back to 
Egypt and was replaced by a typical 
diplomatic correspondent. 


After a few weeks when the Amer- 


ican correspondents present in Teheran 
found time to learn about the situation, 


_they evidently found the realities so un- 


fitting in their contexts that they simply 
dropped the internal side of the Iranian 
confining ‘ themselves to the 
Anglo-Soviet controversy over Iran—of 
course with the Soviets as the villains. 
Then this became the classical ap- 
proach to the Iranian problem not only 
by reactionary and “‘serious’’ newspapers 
but also by the liberal press which, con- 
sidering as a fact the tales of Soviet in- 
terference in Iran, tried by some weak 
argument to justify it. The credit for 
this confusion goes to the British au- 
thorities who throughout the war im- 
posed an iron-curtain of censorship on 


Iran barring the way to the country not 
only to the press correspondents but also 
to several American officials. What they 
had to hide was exactly what can explain 
the situation. 


OR THE LAST THREE YEARS Iran has | 

been the scene of continuous struggle 
between an alliance of feudal nobles, 
clerical fascists and reactionary tribal — 
chieftains backed by the British on the — 
one hand, and a well-organized reform- 
ist party representing the greatest ma-— 
jority of the people on the other. 

Throughout the war years Iran has 
been ruled by a handful of feudal lords 
who are among the most corrupt and the 
most outmoded in the world. Ever since 
the occupation of the country by Anglo- 
Soviet forces in August 1941, which re- 
sulted in the ouster of the pro-German 
dictator Reza Khan, the power of this 
tottering regime has been contested by 
Tudeh, a democratic, reformist organ- 
ization which by the end of 1945 could 
boast of a membership of 150,000. The 
Iranian Trade Unions Organization with 
120,000 members is also an affiliate of — 
Tudeh Party. A survey in Teheran near 
the end of the last year showed that the 
Tudeh Party was sure to get 80 per cent 
of the votes in the coming elections of 
1946. : 

When one considers that the party 
next to Tudeh in scope, the anti-Semitic, 
clerical “National Will,” has only a 
membership of three thousand, one won- 
ders what has been preventing Tudeh 
from taking an active part in the Gov- - 
ernment if not taking it over. But this 
is exactly what the British did not want 
to happen. For, one must bear in mind 
the fact that the British strategists, who 
have been counting on a solid Moslem 
Bloc in the Middle East as a cordon sani- 
taire against the Soviet Union, cannot 
tolerate any island of democracy in this 
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region, be it in Palestine, Syria or Iran. 
That is why since the spring of 1943 
they have done their best to destroy 
Tudeh which represents the anti-feudal, 
| anti-imperialist tendency in Iran. In that 
year they brought back to Iran a reac- 
tionary political exile—of the nature of 
the Grand Mufti’s brother who was 
taken back to Palestine in 1944—-who 
created the National Will Party to op- 
pose Tudeh. 

But soon the people showed a com- 
plete lack of receptivity toward the Na- 
tional Will and its paradoxically named 
trade union organization “the Union of 
the Proletariat and of the Capitalists.” 
Despite the help given this organization 
by the Iranian government and the Brit- 
ish armed forces in its activities against 
Tudeh, the latter’s membership and pop- 
ular support grew daily so as to become 
the most powerful political body in Iran 
by the end of 1944. 

In the summer of 1945, the British 
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T THE END OF MARCH and the be- 
ginning of April the Czechoslovak 
government smashed a terrorist organi- 
zation which had foreign headquarters 
in Bavaria, Austria, South Tyrol and the 
Papal State. The news about the discov- 
ery of this clerical-fascist underground 
Organization was almost completely 
killed by the big press. 
Following the annexation of Prague 
by Hitler, Monsignor Joseph Tiso, hav- 
ing reached an agreement with the Nazis 


ernment in Bratislava. There was not 
one Hitlerite crime in which Dr. Tiso 
lid not participate,* supported by the 
Roman Catholic Party called after 

Hlinka, the late Prelate. The Vatican 


in Berlin, set up a separatist Slovak gov- | 


MASTER MIND OF Jens Sane FASCISTS — 29 


authorities, predicting an electoral .vic- 
tory for Tudeh after the evacuation of 
the country by the Anglo-Soviet Forces, 

helped one of their oldest stooges, by 
the name of Mohsen Sadr, and known in 
Iran as the Palace Butcher, to stage a 
coup d’etat. But the Sadr Government 
was forced to resign after a general 
strike made his position untenable. 

The next step was to resort to an in- 
ternational scandal to stifle the progres- 
sive movement in Iran by accusing the 
U.S.S.R. of being the moving spirit be- 
hind it. The pro-British Minister of 
Court, who for the last four years had 
occupied the all-important post of the 
tutelage of the youthful King, was 
named Ambassador to the United States, 
but first went to England where he spent 
the whole of October and the first ten 
days of November 1945. Then he ar- 
rived in the United States and touched 
off the present campaign. 


MASTER. MIND OF SLOVAKIA'S FASCISTS. 


never denounced nor excommunicated - 
Father Tiso. On the contrary, he re- 
ceived the title of Monsignor after com- 


mitting his crimes. 


After Czechoslovakia was liberated | 
and Father Tiso arrested, an under- 
ground organization preparing an armed ~ 
revolt in Slovakia was founded. Dr. 
Chalmovsky-Szathmary, leader of the 
Hlinka Youth; Ladislav Jankovi, head 


*“In Bohemia and Moravia, the Ger- 
mans took Jewish property but in Slovakia 
it was seized by the Slovak State and the 
native population. Jewish property in 
Slovakia seized by the former puppet 
Premier, Dr. Joseph Tiso, is valued at an 
estimated 3,125,000,000 crowns.” Albion 
Ross, New York Times, April 10, 1946, 
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of Tiso’s intelligence service; and a cer- 
tain Anton Krinant organized so-called 
“White Partisans’ in the Slovak moun- 
tains and established an illegal General 
Secretariat of the Hlinka Party. They 
succeeded in winning the support of 
some Roman Catholic priests, telling 
them that the Vatican favored the move- 
ment. Armed attacks were made upon 
members of the Slovak National Com- 
mittee, following which the terrorists 
were arrested. 

It was discovered that the organiza- 
tion had many ramifications. Another 
group was found in the Bratislava Red 
Cross where the illegal paper Slovak had 
been printed and funds collected. The 
aims of the organization were not con- 
fined to Slovakia. It was trying to under- 
mine the new Czechoslovakian State and 
destroy its alliance with the U.S/S.R. 

The inspirer and main organizer of 
the whole conspiracy was a Jesuit priest, 
Professor Tomislav Kolakovitch, a high- 
ly educated and widely travelled man of 
Croat origin, whose real name is Poglain. 
It is characteristic that a passport carry- 
ing his faked name, Kolakovitch, was is- 
sued to him in 1943 by Dr. Ante Pave- 
litch, who, in 1934, ordered the murder 
of King Alexander of Yugoslavia and 
French Foreign Minister Barthou in 
Marseille. After the occupation of Yugo- 
slavia by Hitler in 1941 Pavelitch be- 
came the puppet-dictator of Croatia, and 
later was received by the Pope. 

Prof. Kolakovitch masked his work by 
pretending to be engaged in furthering 
relations between the Vatican and Mos- 
cow. In reality he has devoted the past 
_ fourteen years to conspiracies against the 
Soviet Union. In the autumn of 1943 he 
entered Slovakia and was immediately 
received by Monsignor Tiso. Soon he 
began to organize intelligence courses 
under the screen of sociological lectures. 
Shortly before the arrival of the Red 
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Army, when there could no longer be 
any doubt about the outcome of the war, 
he instructed his followers to enter the 
ranks of the Slovak resistance so that 
later they would be able to gain influen- 
tial positions in the new state. At the 
same time, on his orders, 200,000 pic- 
tures of saints were printed with Rus- 
sian captions to incite Red Army soldiers 
(for whom the pictures were destined) 
against the Soviet government. 

In order to cover his subversive activ- 
ities, Kolakovitch was audacious enough ~ 
to establish contact with high Soviet per- 
sonalities. In November and December, 
1945, he held important conferences in 
Rome with a former Minister in Tiso’s 
government, Mr. Durcansky, and with 
Dr. Karol Sidor, Monsignor Tiso’s Min- 
ister to the Vatican, who is still residing 
in the Vatican although Tiso is now a 
prisoner in the hands of the Czechoslo- 
vakian government. But Durcansky and 
Sidor were only small fry when com- 
pared with other important international 
figures whose confidence he shared dur- 
ing his visit to Rome and from whom he 
took orders before returning to Czecho- 
slovakia. At the end of December, 1945, 
he appeared in Prague and attempted to 
establish a big international espionage 
ring. When arrested in the spring of 
1946 he displayed remarkable personal 
discipline. In view of his firm resolution 
not to give away anything it was neces- 
sary to produce evidence of every. detail 
of his activities. The forthcoming trial 
promises sensational revelations which 
will not be pleasant for the Vatican. 

In the meantime many Slovak Roman 
Catholics, including several priests, have 
protested publicly against the machina- 
tions of the Tiso group. It is expected 
that a delegation of Slovak Roman Cath- 
olics will come to the United States soon 
to counteract fascist propaganda among 
Americans of Slovak origin. ; 
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You can know Western Civilization 

by knowing Holland, and here is Hol- 
land. Van Paassen in these absorbingly 
fascinating stories of the lives of his 


courageous Uncle Kees, gives us Hol- 
land in all its dimensions, the land for- 
ever mortgaged to the sea, its practical 
and poetic people, the strange mixture 
in its history of hard-headed thrift and 
fanatical devotion to liberty, the texture 
of sky, dyke, canal; the personality of 
his own town Gorcum, its walls, cobbled 
streets, square, its cathedral. We see, 
_ hear, smell, feel Holland in these pages. 
We are immersed in it, and since the 
land and people are so excitingly inter- 
woven with all the world’s joys and 
woes we are loath to close its pages. 

With the sure hand of a master the 
author weaves a rich tapestry of fateful 
life. His characters appear and reappear 
in these’ tales that make one tale, reveal- 
ing a profound sense of the destiny and 
nature of humankind. But perhaps the 
most important thing about this book 
and about Van Paassen himself is that 
he is the single exception in the roll of 
present day writers in the way he keeps 
angry at the indignities and cruelties of 
what we so glibly call Fascism. So much 
anger died away so quickly and so easily. 


Shocking? No, not so horribly shocking 
as the fact that Western Civilization 
was not shocked by it. Except in the 
| polite phrases of those who turned coolly 
| and quickly to the next item on the day's 
} calendar which might be the curbing of 
ad . eee ° 4: ” : 

‘Soviet imperialism” or the opening of 
| the new baseball season. Van Paassen 


schoolboy friends and of his spiritually _ 


Six million Jews were slaughtered. 


- REVIEW Cr VITAL LITERATURE. 
RICH TAPESTRY OF FATEFUL LIFE 


_ EarTH Coup Bz Farr, by Pierre van Paassen, published by Dial Press, 
_ 509 pp., $3.75. 


got mad and stayed mad. In the clarity 
of his anger he sees through the evil- 
screening Christian front which in the 
name of tolerance unites reactionary 
Protestant with reactionary Catholic — 
against the people’s cause .-. . “under 


their skin the official churches are sisters 


. organized Christianity is willing to 
turn its back upon the poor, and conse- 


_ quently Jesus, the moment the estab- 


lished order of capitalism is threatened 
. whoever ventures to point out that 
Rome has systematically fought evéry 
liberal constitution in Europe and the 
Americas, and that it has anathematized 
every democratic institution from the 
public school to freedom of conscience, 
freedom-of the press, and equal fran- 
chise, decrying them as ‘pestilential’ and 
‘evils that cannot be sufficiently ex- 
ecrated,’ that it has always placed itself 
squarely across the path of modern 
science and enlightenment and that it 
declares legitimate the very servitude of 
which democracy vows to liberate man- 
kind—anyone daring to remind his fel- 
low-citizen of the record of that. church 
will be told that he is disturbing unity, 
that he is attacking religion, that he is 
rocking the boat, that he is a Red, rad- 
ical, atheistic Socialist.” This is from 
the running comment which Van Paas- 
sen interpolates from time to time in the 
midst of his narrative and which serves — 
as an overtone. These passages are set in 
the text with a border. By this device the 
author’s rage against injustice and stu- 
pidity boils over and flows through the — 
pages like lava. 
This book keeps faith with the prom- 
ise of the great Days of Our Years. It is 
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high literature and passionate prophecy 
as well as an unforgettable story whose 
characters join the immortals of great 
story telling. But, for me, I am most 
glad that his words burn as passionately 
today as ever against the world’s shame. 
That may be the Dutch of it. I don’t 
know. I do know that we desperately 
need it in these United States of the 
Atom. KENNETH LESLIE 


A NOSTALGIC CRY 


Les ANNEES Nomres, by Paul Phelps- 
Morand. Lucien Parizeau & Com- 
pagnie, Montreal; 80 pp. 


A slender volume of poems by a sen- 
sitive French intellect, written without 
ptetensions. Not attempt to épater les 
bourgeois. No acrobatics. No sophisti- 

_cated tightrope-walking. The genuine, 
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piercing nostalgic cry of a rare spirit in 
exile. 

Paul Phelps-Morand longs for Paris, 
with the passion of a lover who knows 
every quartier, every street merchant, 
every roof of the capital of Europe. In a 
virile, melodious voice he sings of the 
maquis and guerrilla fighters who saved 
the soul of France during Hitler’s occu- 
pation. With razor-edged satire he 
mocks the Vichyites, and, gulping back 
his tears, declares his faith in France the 
eternal. 

A beautiful, moving collection of 
poems in which Paul Phelps-Morand, 
the untiring anti-fascist animator of 
men, reaffirms his literary code of honor:. , 

“Quand ils m’auront pris ma vie, 

Ma chanson sera finie.” 

(Not until they take my life will my 
song be stilled.) J. B. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENT 
The statement published on page 63 of the February, 
1946 issue of this magazine with respect to the letter of 
Pierre van Paassen which appeared in the April, 1944 


issue of this magazine, was published in justice not only to 
the Emergency Committee To Save The Jewish People 
Of Europe, but also in justice to the persons or organiza- 
tions mentioned as its sponsors, members or associates in 
the said letter of Pierre van Paassen. 


